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NEBRASKA INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND. 
Nesraska City, Nes., Nov. 30, 1882. 
To the Honorable Board of Public Lands and Buildings : 


Gents: I have the honor to submitthe following biennial report 
of the Nebraska Institute for the Blind for the term ending No- 
vember 80, 1882. 


Very Respectfully, your ebedient servant, 


J. B. PARMELEE, - 
v Principal. 
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4 REPORT OF THE 


PRINCIPAL'S REPORT. 


It again becomes my duty to report to you the work and con- 
dition of this Institute during the term just closed, of its present 
condition and circumstances and of the needs of the future. 

At date of my last report there had: been forty pupils in atten- 
dance. Since then there has been admitted twelve new pupils, 
making a total of fifty-two blind children who have received 
instruction here since its organization. . 

Last year there was an average attendance of twenty-five which 
may this year be increased to thirty. 

We have at this date twenty-five pupils in attendance. 

A list of the names of all who have been in attendance during 
the last two years with their residence, age, sex and cause of 
blindness is appended. 

The increase in numbers has been steady, but not rapid. We 
have the satisfaction of knowing that, after diligent inquiry, all 
blind persons in the State of proper age, with scarcely an excep- 
tion, have enjoyed, or are now enjoying its benefits. 

It is greatly to be desired that pupils should enter the Institute 
as soon as possible after arriving at the age of nine years. This 
early training, if lost to the children, is never recovered. The 
sense of touch, if neglected in childhood, never attains that deli- 
cacy and nice discrimination which is such an essential factor in 
the education of the blind child. 

Few become good readers who first enter school at or after the 
age of fifteen years, and the disadvantage holds good in nearly the 
same proportion in the other departments of school work. Hence 
the desirability of securing attendance at an early age. Satisfac- 
tory work can only be accomplished when this is done. 
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The following studies have been pursued during the last two 
years : 


Reading, spelling, arithmetic, grammar, analysis, composition 
and rhetoric, history, physiology, algebra and geometry. 


Hard, earnest work, on the part of these pupils in these classes, 
has given very satisfactory results, as shown in the examinations 
at the close of each term. Topical, recitations are steadily 
followed, and the ability acquired to communicate knowledge as 
well as the capacity to absorb it. 


The lack of text-books, still a hindrance in the way of rapid 
advancement in this department, will soon be supplied. 


The Congressional Fund, which is now yielding an annual 
income of $10,000 for printing purposes, is beginning to satisfy 
the demand of these schools in the United States. 


But a few years will elapse before text books will be furnished 
in embossed type in all the school branches, , 


Ourstock of apparatus has received several important additions 
during the last year, chief among which is a set of anatomical 
models giving almost perfect representations of the various organs 
of the body, and constructed in such a manner that they can be 
studied by the blind with nearly, if not quite, the facility as by 
the sighted, and has given invaluable aid in the study of physi- 
ology. A telurian has also been procured, which will greatly 
assist in studying the motions of the heavenly bodies. 


Object teaching, a great desideratum in any school, is doubly 
valuable here.” | 


We aim to teach those things which shall be useful to the pupil 
in after life, and which are necessary to fully develop the powers 
of the mind, and to teach in such a way ‘that the knowledge 
gained shall be available in the discharge of life’s duties, and 
secure to each one true success. 


The musical department has made commendable progress in 
the two years covered by this report. 
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REPORT OF THE 


With enthusiastic teachers the pupils have been easily kept at 
the work, earnestly striving to excel. The higher grade of music 
is used, and a taste cultivated that is substantial and enduring. 

The annual concerts, which serve as mile posts in the history 
of the school, are acknowledged by those competent to judge, as 
increasing in interest and excellence. 

I have had occasion, in previous reports, to mention the fact 
that a large proportion of the blind who, after leaving school, 
become self-supporting, derive that support from their ability to 
teach music. 

It has been repeatedly demonstrated that the blind can success- 
fully enter the field in competition with the seeing teacher, and 
not unfrequently far out strip all competitors. 

Any policy tending to cripple this department would sadly 
interfere with the great purpose of the school. 

Its efficiency should be fully sustained and all its interests 
promoted. 

The following instruments constitute the equipment of this 
department ; 

Two pianos, two organs, four violins, one violoncello, one 
double bass, one cornet and one flute. 

The industrial-work of the school has been successfully pursued 
as heretofore, and müch been accomplished in the way of giving 
pupils knowledge of various kinds of handicraft. 

We labor here with two ends in. view. First: That as many 
as possible may be able with their hands. to do something towards 
self-support in adult life, and second, that means of employment 
may be given to each and all, remembering that idleness begets 
vice, and work simply for the sake of employment, if for no other 
reason, will make all more happy and contented. 

With the girls, especial attention has been given of Jate, to 
various kinds of knitting and crocheting, in which many of them 
have been enabled, through orders received for their work, to 
derive some little revenue therefrom. - 


* 


' NEBRASKA INSTITUTION~ FOR THE BLIND. 7 


In the boys’ workshop we are still teaching the two trades, 
broom-making and cane-seating. Mr. C. M. Scott received the 
appointment as foreman in November of last year, and has very 
much advanced the standard of work. Our brooms bring the 
highest market price, and all the repair work in cane-seating of 
the several furniture stores in the city, is sent to our workshop. 

]t is gratifying to find at the close of the term, a balance to the 
credit of this department. | 

Appended is a statement of the expenses and receipts for the 
biennial term. | 

The American Association of Instructors for the Blind met in 
regular session at the Institute for the Blind, in Janesville, Wis- 


consin, in August last. These sessions are held biennially, and 


are attended by the officers and teachers from the institutions of 
the various states for conference, discussion and general inter- 
change of views. 


These meeting are highly interesting and instructive, and have 


resulted in bringing about a general advancement and co-opera- . 


tion which could not otherwise have been effected. 


The physician’s statement accompanying this report, will Bus 
you a record of the health of the pupils. - 

As you see our responsibilities extend to an oversight of the 
health and morals of those committed to us, as well as the inter- 
ests of the intellect. From infancy to the age of 21 is the 
formative period in the life of each individual. Habitsareformed, 
tastes acquired and ideas adopted whieh last through life, and 
make or unmake the man or woman. The responsibility of the 
teacher having charge of the child during this period, cannot 
be overestimated. His work must be comprehensive in scope, 
earnest and untiring. 


Good morals, good habits, courteous manners, a knowledge of 
the duties and responsibilities whieh adult life bring, social and 


physical culture, constitute work which must ui all good ' 


methods of teaching. 
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As contemplated by law, I submit the following estimate of 
expenses necessary for the ensuing year: 


| ist YEAR. 2d YEAR. 
Living expenses, including fuel, employes' 


WALES, &Q...eeeeeeeeeeeee eene eren eee neenon $5,000 $5,500 
Salaries, officers, teachers and physician...... 8,000 8,000 
Improvements, buildings and grounds...... 600 600 
Musical instruments, books and aparatus.... 250 250 
Furniture and bedding............................. 250 250 
Clothing for poor......................-. beceeeceess 100 100 


I would also earnestly recommend a change in the manner of : 
heating, which at present is accomplished entirely by stoves. 
Steam is now almost universally used in heating large buildings, 
and is greatly to be desired; partly because of its greater conven- 
ience and cleanliness, but more especially because the risk from 
fire is reduced to the minimum. I therefore recommend an 
appropriation of $3,000 for steam heating apparatus. I would 
further recommend an expenditure of $700 for apparatus for 
lighting the building with gasoline. 

The liberal policy heretofore evinced by our Legislature, and by 
the officers constituting the Board of Public Lands and Build- 
ings, who have the immédiate control and oversight c of the Insti- 
tute, we fully appreciate. i 

The proprietors of the following papers will please ‘accept 
thanks of the officers and pupils for the regular and gratuitous 
supply of their respective publications : 


The Nebraska City Daily News. 

The Nebraska City Daily Press. 

The Omaha Republican. 

The Lincoln Journal. 

The Mute’s Journal. 

The Mute’s Companion. 

Thanks are also due the B. & M. Railway officials. for reduced 
rates to pupils traveling over their lines. 
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PHYSICIAN’S REPORT. 


A review of the health of the pupils resident at the Institute 


for the Blind during the last year, presents results entirely grati- ` 


fying to its friends. 

Within its walls are gathered about twenty-five pupils, the 
larger number of whom are at that critical period of life, between 
the ages of twelve and twenty years. They are here employed 
pursuing studies requiring close mental application, without the 
aid of that most important of all the special senses, sight. 

These unfortunates come from every grade of society, and it 
would not be surprising if grave disease, and-even death, should 
occasionally occur. 

Not a pupil has died during the last year, nor, in fact, since 
the establishment of the institute here. 

Every case of illness has terminated favorably, after a com- 
paratively short time. An epidemic of measles occurred during 
the months of February and March, of the present year, and 
included nearly every inmate. There have also been several 
severe cases of diptheria at different times during the same period. 
By careful isolation of these cases, and thorough disinfection, 
the disease has been uniformly prevented from spreading. Be- 
sides these cases of formidable disease, there have been frequent 
slight attacks of sore throat, coughs and other slight illness, which 
have been of short duration. 

These favorable results are largely due to the indefatigable 
zeal and attention, affectionate solicitude and educated intelligence 
on the part of those intrusted with the care of the establishment. 

Thé excellent ventilation of the building, with its unsurpassed 
location, have greatly contributed in producing these. results. 
The experienced skill in nursing, tender kindness and energy of 
Mrs. N. K. Parmelee, the matron, are worthy of all commenda- 
tion. : 
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10 REPORT OF THE + 


The report of your physician should not close without express- 
ing the opinion that the happy combination of study with 
amusement, equally essential to the full development of the mind 
and body, and the careful supervision of dormitories, food and 
clothing, together have had much to do with the excellent sani- 
tary condition maintained. | 
D. W. HERSHEY, M. D. 
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INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT, 
In account with the Nebraska Institute for the Blind. 


3 
To invoice of brooms and material Nov. 15, 1880. 
25 broom handles......... S —À — M MÀ iii $ 50 
150 whisk handles. ....................... —— ÁO TT 
4 pounds broom wire .....ccecreccsvessccncnces s sene neon eee sea toten js 56 
30 dozen BROOME eer a inc qtue m — sets 52.50 
D. NES S D oc Serena este essence édite 8.00 


To material purchased. 
921 pounds broom 0) PE A 57.67 
600 broom handles......0.sercccccsscccescccessccsccsrescescescsecsessecdcoveseee| — 12. 00]- 
Broom Pie NAN 4.05 
Broom WlIr6.. iiit ode PAPER INI EO Va era pÓA €—— ions 3.75 
Broom UB EE. aio vias esse Vues vé aa Tere dvwedv VERRE En VU Ee ER EVE 25 
Cane for seating chairs............cceeceeeee eee eee nee ene eneosersss| 21.75 
— 99.45 
$ 159.76 


Cr. 


544 dozen brooms sold ........ .............. ssh assis — genes .| 116.75 
LE V whisk Bald: iac ei nent tie aus 8.61 
"Cane seating chairs ......4..... eee ee eee eren eee aret oosoeesesasissess|. . 24,60 
94 dozen brooms used by institute.. RD inia: 7.00 
ps ^ 152.06 


By invoice brooms and i pa Nov. 80, 1882. 
24 dozen brooms (a) $1.5 —— ———Á——— ———— ee 8 
275 broom Ed s Vos kate P a dr ee ass esta les EAR 5 
85 whisk handles... i eee cree e sa o eere aene eoi ose 10 —X 1. 
21 whisk rods.................. eeu ——— —— — € 1 
——— zos 6 

1 


Twine 00000000 5000600005 600000000 000000009000 eee. **99069908*99099099€0909€ 


Balance over expenses. TTPPTPPPPPPPT 066000000000 000008 0500 © > 


To invoice Nov. 15, 1880. à 
Material or and. oer Ne inst 19.76 
Manufactured articles on hand................. Lads veeaaa estar n vs 26.60 
Material purchased. ................. isses surda Eons soient 42.14 


By manufactured articles sold ......... ...... TROP 45.14 
Invoice Nov. 30, 1882. 
Material on hand me rU MM PRIUS CENE SPORE AES 12.19 
Manufactured articles on hand "ree ts a diner ans 87.80 


Balance over expenses.............. —€—— Satin Sedo 
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12 25 "S REPORT OF THE 


INDUSTRIAL DEPARTMENT— Continued. 


CASH RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. | 

Cash onm hand Nov. 1, 1880... eno aeos Penne Saone ean 47.56 

Received from sale of brooms and WhiSks.........ssssccssssssenseseee 120.46 

ff u * cane seating ............ — xax ds det 24.60 

au t " fancy and bead ES ES C | 45.14 

t t: tt Jrvestocl ues scoresssesssiassisssscssssistescosa] -208.90 

5 e Other sources....«ccceeno ssesevtseseeseeees €— 8.15 
—|$ 499.86 

Paid SHOP ÉSDORSOS. uote co ate ea esas TRE 92.92 

t beads, worsted, eto.......... "— —€— rate dai eda 42.14 

EE iier cn scewacten's — — sus T 150.00 

* house and garden supplies —— ——ÀÁ—— — 54.67 

* freight and: [2404 cove m — T 29-0 

'" expenses annual concerts......... ecce eese eere vosssessesosel 21.00 

‘¢ expenses Christmas and sleigh rides... ss EE 45l 

‘ incidental expenses. ......-...... ee. ————————Ó 46.84; 

Cash on hand Noy. 80, 1882. esie veau st vob a Us aae e sinua RUN NOS. ios" j 

: —i$ 499.86 
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ENROLLMENT: OF PUPILS 


For the time covered by this report. 


. r P WHEN CAUSE OF 
o 
$ NAME. IE: 3 Post OFFICE ADDRESS. NATIVITY. ADMITTED. | BLINDNESS. 

| 
1 George Aborn....... |17|M Ulysses, Butler Co.............. minois ressos loct. 2, 1878 Infiammation. 

2| Albert K. Aaberg...|23| M Bazille Mills, Knox Co...... [Norway ns Feb. 22, 1876 Small pox. : 

8, (Ralph Albright...... 10 MiMadison, Madison Co........ Nebraska... Sept. 27, 1882]Infl.&malpr'tce 
4 Clark Bruce...........|21! i«MiTekamah, Burt Co............ ‘Indiana .....|Sept. 7, 1876| Accident. 

5|Anna M. Behrens.. 13 F Rockville. Sherman Co...... IOWA .........|NOv. 8, 1881|Sickness. 

4 Edwin C, Cook...... 21/M! North Auburn, Nemaha Co Missouri.....|Oct. 17, 1878 Amaurosis. 
7|Harveyl.Carpenter|24! M Lowell, Kearney Co....... Illinois ...... Oct. 18, 1875|Scarlet fever. 
8 Levi A. Coryell...... 14 M Clifton, Nemeha Co........... Nebraska... Oct. 30, 1878 Cataract. 

9 Rufus H, Crane......]...| M Orleans, Franklin Co... .. Michigan... Sept. 8, 1881|Accident. 
10;Emma Crim......... "H9 F |Nemaha City, Nemaha Co. Nebraska. | May 25, 1875|Scarlet fever. 
11|Etta J. Carr............ 7'E |Lincoln, Lancaster Co...... Kansas ......; Oct. 22, 1878 Inflammation. 
12|Mary N. Campbell. 5 F Spring Creek, Johnson Co.. Ilinois PM |Meh. 10, 1875! Cataract. 

13 Effie B. Campbell.. 21E] * |" | " ... .{Mch. 10, 1875 

14|Marg’t L. Campbell 18; Fi * « 4 " E o asese Mch. 10, 1875 “ 

15 Lucy C. Campbell. 6F| ^ à « Nebraska... Sept. 11, 1877 “ 

16}Rebecca Craig........ is F |Table Rock, Pawnee Co..... <: Illinois ...... Feb. 26, 1881 Inflammation. 

17;Clara R.Delon ng essees 17|F Alexandria, Thayer Co.....| linois...... Noy. 2, 1878}Ulcer’n cornea. 
+ 18{/Christian Denholm/13|M/Hooper, Dodge Co........... ...|Nebraska...|Oct. 20,.1881;Cataract. 

19 Lillie Gaylord........{11/F (Tecumseh, Johnson Co... ^ .…|Sept. 14, 1881 s 

20 Mary V. Green ......|... F |Rundlett. Hall Co.............. Michigan...;Oct. 27, 1881 Accident. 


Nov. 15, 1877 |Congenital. 


21;/Wm. H. Gregg........ 17|M| Pleasant Hill, Saline Co..... Minnesota.. 
Oct. 17, 1878| Fever. 


22;\Mary H. Harman...|16/F [Nebraska city, Otoe Co». vos Missouri..... 


23 [Gerhard Jenyen....|16/M/Sutton, Clay Co.................. | Russia........ Jan. 9, 1880'Unknown. 

24 (Laura Bell Lee...... 16 F Omaha, Douglas CO. Iowa ......... Oct. 30, 1878 Impure vaccin 
5 Eliza A. Lorain...... 25 E glair, Washington Co....... Ohio.......... Oct. 7, 1881 Accident. 

26 Julia Mullins eeossseos Salem, Richardson Co........ Nebraska... |Feb. 14, 1876 Fever. 


Wisconsin.. sept. 8, 1880; Unknown. 
..iDec. 6, 1881'Infi'n of cornea 
Nebraska. an. t, 1882 Inflammation. 


29\John M. ‘Taylor ee 17iM: Desoto, Washington Co... 
30|Pearley M. Taylor. DR 0 Sept. 15, 1882, Whooping ¢’gh 
31|Mary M. Warner...|25|F (Dakota City, Dakota Co..... Iowa "n ... Dec. 31, 1875 Inflammation. 
32|Eva L. Webb........ . 13 F | Pawnee City, Pawnee Co.,| ‘ ....... Oct. 20, 1879 
38 Maud Warrick...... F Blair, Washington Co....... Nebraska... Apr. 11, s 1882 “ 
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APPENDIX. . 


The Nebraska Institute for the Blind is very pleasantly located 
in one of the suburbs of Nebraska City, about one-half mile north 
ofthe court house. "The main building is constructed of brick, 
three stories above the basement, and is 49 by 65 feet. Its 30 
rooms afford accommodations for from 35 to 40 pupils. 

The workshop recently erected for the boys’ industrial depart- 
ment, is a commodious brick structure, 25 by 57 feet, containing 
four large rooms. Machinery and tools for the manufacture of 
brooms and the cane-seating of chairs, have been provided. 

Besides the regular school work it is intended, as the pupils 
arrive at the proper age, to give all instruction in some industrial 
work or trade which shall assist them in after life to gain a partial 
if not an entire support. 

As will be seen by this report the direct and only purpose of 
the institute is the education of the blind children of the State. 

It is in no sense of the word an asylum or poor house. None ~ 
but those of suitable age, and capable of receiving instruction, 
can be admitted. 

As in the case of the seeing this education should begin at an 
early age. As it is manifestly impracticable to send children 


‘from home under the age of nine or ten years, this early training 


must be given them there, and by the parents. In the majority 
of cases, for some unexplained reason, this early training is sadly 
neglected, and some of the best years lost. In nearly all cases 
more can’ be done than is done, so that upon entering school the 
child need not of necessity commence at the very rudiments of 


‘knowledge. 


It is a mistaken idea that these children should be petted and 


_ indulged because of their misfortune. Such a course must tend 


to make them exacting, self-willed, overbearing and disagreeable. 
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~ 


It would seem, if anything, more necessary that they should 
cultivate cheerfulness, suavity, a kind and obliging disposition 
which will:give them a passport into society, and ultimate suc- 
cess in their chosen occupation. : 

Because of this disability it is frequently the case that, though 
perfectly competent to perform what they propose, they find a 
prejudice more or less strong acting-as a barrier against them, 
as with the blind teacher of music; other things being equal, 
people will engage teachers with sight, hence the blind, to make 
headway, must be able to bring unusual excellence in their art, à 
character unsullied and a disposition at once agreeable and en- 
tertaining. 

Thelate Dr. Howe, Supune of the Boston Institution for 
the Blind, revered and honored as the pioneer in the work of 
educating the blind, gives this sensible advice : 


“The real and practical education of all children begins as 
soon as they are born. The blind child needs especial care and 
peculiar training. The mother, the sister, the brother, the little 
companions, can all be very useful to him as teachers, and can 
give him valuable lessons of various kinds. They can encourage 
him to leave his couch or rocking chair, ang to have courage and 
self-reliance. "They can encourage him-to keep on his feet as 
soon as he can toddle about: can help him to explore the room, 
house and yard; to climb stairs and ladders; to scale fences, 
creep through holes, hunt hens’ nests and the like. They can 
give him opportunities to feel of dogs, colts, hens, horses and 
cattle, and can teach him the ways and habits of domestic and 
other animals. 

Let him use the corkscrew, drive the common screw, bore 
with gimlet and bit, split wood with the ax and cut it with a 
saw, rather than abstain from knowing and using these articles 
lest he should wound himself. All your anxieties and precau- 
tions will not save him from wounds and bruises and hurts of va- 
rious kinds. He must incur and bear them; all children have to 
do so, so that your alarms do not save him, but probably have 
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. the effect of increasing his danger by preventing him from rely- 
ing upon himself and so lessen his presence of mind and activity 
in self-defense when a sudden difficulty presents itself. 

Do not prevent your blind child from developing as he grows 
up, in courage, generosity, self-reliance, and manliness of charac- 
ter by excessive self-indulgence, by sparing him thought and 
anxiety and hard work, by giving him undeserved preference 
over others. Much may be done for his advantage by judicious 
firmness, by resolutely insisting that he shall learn to do every- 
thing for himself and for those about him which is possible to do 
without actually looking at things. 

Keep him out of doors and running about as much as possible. 
Bear in mind that he is exercising for health and strength, and 
that his object is to be in the open air and to keep warm by ex- 
ercise, not by extra clothing. But the benefit accruing to your 
blind child from such continued exercise and work in the open 
air, is not confined to his bodily growth and health; for the effort . 
to do something useful, to bestir himself and to keep himself 
warm is good exercise for his moral nature; for every habit of 
meeting and — little difficulties increases courage and 
self-reliance. 

These qualities are pedaly needful to the young and blind. 
Cultivate them by calling upon him to attempt and to perform 
as many various acts as possible, and especially to succeed by ways 
of his own finding out. Let him join in with the boys of his own 
age, and strive to imitate them in all their sports and occupa- 
tions, to associate with them in Sunday-school classes, 1 in attend- 
ance at public lectures, in gatherings of all kinds, forgetting a8, 
much as possible ‘that he is blind.” ” 


NOTICE TO APPLICANTS. 


Those of suitable age and capacity, and possessing a good * 
moral character, will be admitted. 

The regulations of the Institute require that all applicants shall, 
except in peculiar cases, be between the ages of nine and iwenty- 


* $ 


1 


— 
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one years. Tuition, board and medical attendance are furnished 
all pupils free of charge during the school year, but parents or 


guardians are expected to provide good and sufficient clothing, . 


pay all traveling expenses to and from the institute, and take 
charge of the pupil during the summer vacation. 

The school year commences the second Wednesday in Septem- 
ber, which is the proper time for the admission of new pupils. 

Alphabet sheets and other matter in embossed type will be 
furnished upon application to blind children who are too young 
to attend school. di 

Parents are invited to visit the school and acquaint themselves 
with the methods of instruction and general character of the 
school. 


On making application, information must be given fully and 


explicitly upon the following : 


1. What is the full name of the applicant? 
2. Date of birth and place of birth. 

3. Parents’ names—are both living? 

4. Post office address of applicant. 

5. What is the degree of blindness? 

6. At what age did blindness ensue? 

7. Cause of blindness. 

8. Has he ever been subject to fits? 


9. Is the applicant now in good health and free from con- 


tagious disease ? 
10. Has the andlicant any bodily deformity? - 
11. What is the general moral character of the applicant ? 
12. What school, if any, has he attended? . 
18. Is he addicted to the use of tobacco or spirituous liquors ? 


14. Is the applicant of sound mind and susceptible of intel- 
lectual culture ? 


15. ‘Are the parents in any way related ? 
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16. What are the pecuniary means of the parents or imme- 
diate relatives ? l 


17. Who will provide clothing and take charge of the appli- 
cant during the summer vacation ? 


All communications should be addressed to 
J. B. PARMELEE, 
Principal Nebraska Institute for Blind, Nebraska City. 


